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Allan Park South Church of Scotland, Stirling 
Registered Charity No. SC001414 

Minute of a meeting of Allan Park South Church Session 
Held in the Church Office on Monday 29th August 2016 at 7pm 

 

Constitute 

The meeting was constituted by reading from the book of Deuteronomy followed by 
a prayer by the Rev. Alistair Cowper. 

 Sederunt 

The Rev. Alistair Cowper and a number of Trustees as recorded in attendance book.  
Apologies for absence were received.   

Minutes 

The minutes of meetings of the Kirk Session held on Monday 30th May and  
Wednesday 22nd June were approved with the following additions.   
 
Page number 403 to be added to the minutes from the extraordinary meeting on 
22nd June 2016. 
 
Matters Arising 

Ed Morton advised that data protection reminder letters were sent out to all those 
who have failed to respond.  One hundred and thirty forms have been returned and 
there are still forty forms outstanding.  Two deaths have been recorded and two 
people have asked to be removed from the role.  It was agreed that we would keep 
those who failed to respond on the roll at this point. 
 
Finance 
The treasurer Edward Morton advised that the current bank account balance as at 
29th August 2016 is £90,461.46.    
 
The Church has had two bequests totalling £19,000. 
 
The 2017 Church envelopes will be ready for distribution with the October 
newsletters. 
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/newsletters 
 

Income Comparison  

Range 30th August – 29th August 2016 

 

INCOME TYPE 2014/2015 2015/2016 VALUE +/-      % +/- 

Gift Aid £33,165.30 £29,932.00     -£3,233.30    -9.75% 

Freewill Offerings £1,074.00      £1,665.90       £591.90   55.11% 

Open Plate £4,020.11   £4,092.69      £72.58      1.81% 

Mission and Renewal £0.00          £0.00       £0.00 0.00% 

Hire of Premises £10,459.00   £12,134.00     £1,675.00    16.01% 

Sundry Income £1,864.29      £1,753.19       -£111.10    -5.96% 

TOTALS £50,582.70 £49,577.78    -£1,004.92     -1.99% 

 

Administration 

Edward Morton advised that we are fully compliant with the new pension 
regulations.  One member of staff has now been enrolled in the pension scheme. 
 
The Church gardens are looking lovely and new hanging baskets have been placed at 
the Church doors.  Flowers have been put in on Dumbarton Road and there has been 
a general tidy up.  Thanks to those involved. 
 
The session thanked John Shaw for his work in the garden. 
 
The Saturday morning coffee mornings have been successful with a small amount of 
regular supporters.  They will continue until the end of September. 
 
The Minister suggested that we use the space at right hand side of the front 
entrance to grow an Orchard.   He also suggested that we purchase two benches for 
the front of the Church. 
 It was agreed that he would look into this further. 
 
The Minister suggested that we might want to look at tithing some money back into 
the Church of Scotland.  A lengthy discussion followed looking at our present 
situation financially and it was agreed that whilst it is good practice perhaps we 
should be concentration on our own wellbeing. 
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/wellbeing 

Property 

In the absence of the property convener David Boyd, Ed advised that no matters had 

been passed to him to raise. 
 

Safeguarding 

Lorna Shaw advised that PVG has now been issued for Jane McPhail.   

The next safeguarding training will take place at St Columbus on Saturday 29th 

October from 9.30 – 12.30. 

Presbytery 

Arthur McDonald advised that the Presbytery have not met during the summer 

months. 

A discussion was held to determine the way forward after meeting with the strategy 

committee in June.  It was agreed that a sub group should be formed to plan our 

appeal against the basis of union.  This group will report to the session on a regular 

basis.  The session agreed that Ed Morton, Sally Forshaw and Ian McCallum would    

be involved with the option of co-opting others on to the group.  

 

Roll Keeper 

 

Huge Buchanan advised that there have been the following changes to the 

Communion Roll since the last meeting on 30th May 2016. 

 

Additions 

Agreed by Resolution of the Kirk Session 

Mrs Margaret Brackall, Allan Park House, Stirling 

 

By certificate of transferrance 

Mr Kenneth and Mrs Nicola Hodge from Ardoch Parish Church. 

 

Removals 

By death 

Lorimer (Laurie) Forster, Torbrex, Stirling on 1st June 2016. 

Mrs Edith Young, St Ninians on 29th June 2016. 

 

By certificate of transferrance 

Mrs Gail McCallum, Stirling 

Miss Annabel and Miss Jean Johnston, Stirling 

John and Angela Sinclair, Alloa 
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/Alloa 

 

After these changes there are 170 names on the roll including 2 adherents. 

 

CYF Worker  

 

Sally Forshaw advised that it has been a busy period since the last meeting. 

The beach trip to Aberdour was well attended with over 100 going with four refugee 

families. 

The Choir starts again next week. 

The lunch club continued all through the summer with numbers good and last week 

there was not a seat left with six mums and babies too. 

Our next Alpha course is due to start soon and already we have three names. 

The Moderator and his wife together with three staff from Go For It came to visit 

and the visit went well.  They had lunch with us and experienced Bairns’ Rock talking 

with parents and staff.  Tom Christie put together a DVD of other initiatives taking 

place in the Church.  Thanks to Tom for putting this together. 

The Go For It yearly report has been completed and they are pleased with all that we 

are doing. 

Lorna Shaw and Sally Forshaw will be helping with the Boy’s Brigade after the 

summer break.  Fourteen boys have enrolled already. 

Two new groups have been set up by Karen McSorely – the craft group and the 

knitting and sewing group. 

Puppets on a Mission will be visiting us in November to perform and give us some 

ideas for our puppets. 

Lorna Shaw, Claire Campbell and Sally Forshaw helped out with the holiday club at St 

Marks. 

Our first outreach at Allan Park House has taken place with great success. Afternoon 

tea and a quiz was enjoyed by all.  We will be running a monthly programme.   

Health & Hygiene course will take place on Friday for staff and volunteers.  
Meeting with Jade to offer support to new initiative Bump to Baby group which will 
be meeting in the halls on a Monday morning. 
 
The Minister suggested that we should offer Karen McSorely an increase in hours 
from six to twelve hours.  A lengthy discussion followed with concerns about how 
many staff we already employ and whether we could afford to employ more staff.  It 
was pointed out that although we need to be pro-active in our spending to develop 
the Church and bring people in, we also have to be careful not to overspend and 
leave ourselves short. 
 
We employ as a Church 
 
Amy – 2 sessional hours per week (reduced from 2.5 this term) 
Beth – 8 hours 
Julie – 12 hours 
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Sally – 24 hours 
Ed – 20 hours 
Cleaner 6 hours 
Karen 6 (proposal to up to 12). 
 
Edward Morton advised that we could afford to employ Karen for an additional 6 
hours.  This was agreed. 
 
It was agreed that Sally Forshaw would now be the Go For It Manager, managing our 
ever growing projects and staff matters this involves. 
 
It was agreed that Jade would be able to start her new Bump to Baby group on a 
donation only basis until her clientele built up. 
 
Sally Forshaw made a plea for two people from the session to assist with matters of 
recruitment and development within the Go For It fund. 
 

Minister’s Report 

 

The Minister advised that during the month of August there would be extra prayer 

time on a Monday evening. 

Bible study would start again in September alternate Mondays led by Don Cameron.  

We will be studying Romans. 

During the summer the Minister has been opening the front door as a drop in.  Two 

or three people have volunteered to man the drop-in. 

In September Sunday evenings will be out in the Community doing outreach.  Meet 

at APS at 6pm. 

One of our Bairns’ Rock mums Pamela has kindly donated £820 to us which will be 

used to replace some of our older toys. 

Claire Bordeaux has attended a vocations conference and is considering a call into 

full-time ministry. 

The Minister will be on holiday on Sunday 2nd October.  Alan McKenzie will cover the 

service and the theme will be for Tear fund for Harvest thanks giving. 

Jane Steel has very kindly offered to sort out the website.  It was agreed to use 

apschurch.com.  Thanks to Jane for all her work.   

A discussion on Communion should be carried forward to the next meeting. 

 

The next meeting will take place on Thursday 6thth October at 7pm. 

 

 

 

MODERATOR       CLERK 

 


