
 395 

Allan Park South Church of Scotland, Stirling 
Registered Charity No. SC001414 

Minute of a meeting of Allan Park South Church Session 
Held in the Church Office on Wednesday 20th April 2016 at 7pm 

Constitute 

The meeting was constituted with a reading from 1st Peter Chapter 2 Verse 9, 
followed by a hymn and a prayer by the Rev. Alistair Cowper. 

 Sederunt 

The Rev. Alistair Cowper and a number of Trustees as recorded in attendance book.  
Apologies for absence were received.   

Minutes 

The minutes of a meeting of the Kirk Session held on Tuesday 12th January were 
approved. 
 
Matters Arising 

Ed Morton advised that no-one had come forward to claim any of the furniture so he 
would arrange to dispose of any items surplus to requirements. 
 
Finance 
The treasurer Edward Morton advised that the current bank account balance as at 
20th April 2016 is £72,681.50.    

 
Income Comparison  

Range 21st April – 20th April 2016 

 

INCOME TYPE 2014/2015 2015/2016 VALUE +/-      % +/- 

Gift Aid £27,357.20 £35,459.30     £8,102.10    29.62% 

Freewill Offerings £1,068.00      £1,307.00       £239.00   22.38% 

Open Plate £3,883.79   £3,852.73      -£31.06      -0.80% 

Mission and Renewal £0.00          £0.00       £0.00 0.00% 

Hire of Premises £10,056.00   £11,866.00     £1,810.00    18.00% 

Sundry Income £1,681.45      £1,805.58       £124.13    7.38% 

TOTALS £44,046.44 £54,290.61    £10,244.17     23.26% 
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Administration 

Edward Morton advised that there are outstanding Data Protection forms.  Ed will 
advise Elders of outstanding forms on their district. 
Ed advised that Ian McCallum has applied for funding from Award for All Lottery 
funding to replace the old tables. 
Ed advised that the tower clock has had its annual service. 
 
Property 

In the absence of the property convener David Boyd, Ed advised that the control 
panel for the heating requires a part and has been ordered. 
 

Safeguarding 

Lorna Shaw advised that PVG’s have now been issued for Dorothy Bryan, Nicola 

Hodge, Ann McDonald and Claire Campbell.   She has emailed Jenny Miller about 

safeguarding training for the volunteers. 

Presbytery 

In the absence of Arthur McDonald, the minister advised that Ed Morton has been 

appointed as the new depute clerk to Presbytery taking up office on 1st June. 

The minister thanked the Office Bearers for providing the information for the 

Attestation of Records. 

Arthur McDonald has agreed to represent Allan Park South at Presbytery for another 

year.  

 

Roll Keeper 

 

 Huge Buchanan advised that there are 174 names on the roll, including 2 adherents. 

This reflects the following changes to the Congregational Roll since the last meeting 

on 24th February:  

 

1 addition by Resolution of the Kirk Session: 

Catherine Fawcett of Stirling. 

 

Removals by Death 

Mrs Elizabeth Murray, Dumfries 

 

CYF Worker  

 

Sally Forshaw advised that she attended a meeting about a small pot of funding that 

SVE are administering.  Proposals are invited to apply for up to £2,000 to help tackle 

social isolation.  It was agreed that Sally would apply for money to further develop 

our work with the elderly and social isolation.   
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Sally wished to acknowledge that Klaire Campbell has been helping with Bairns’ Rock 

on a Tuesday and doing a great job. 

A group of 12 delegates from APS have been attending a series of training events 

called Worship is a Verb in Gargunnock. 

 

 

Minister’s Report 

 

The Minister advised that he feels that the Church is still showing signs of growth 

and encouraging signs of development.   

We are now regularly seeing 5 pre-school children at Sunday school. 

The new bible study is still attracting high numbers on a Monday evening. 

The Wellbeing Choir is thriving and performances have been pencilled in for Sunday 

5th June and Friday 10th June in the Church. 

Services continue in Allan Park House and plans are in place for Sally and Julie to do 

some outreach work with the residents. 

The Minister, Sally and Iona from Destiny Church are involved in delivery Bible Alive 

to P4/5 in Allan’s School.  This runs for 7 weeks. 

We are hoping that after the success of the joint venture with YWAM and ourselves  

to host representative from “through Faith Missions” that they will come back to 

APS to do some training with us.  We have proposed the last weekend in August for 

this. 

Julie is hoping to set up a Bible Study for the Chinese students with a meal included. 

The minister advised that the Easter services were not well supported by the 

congregation at APS. 

There has been 1 baptism since the last meeting. 

The minister advised that he would be in Jerusalem at the Tent of Nations from 8th-

15th May. 

Bairns’ Rock are having their first away day to the beach in the summer to Aberdour. 

The minister and Sally met with Family Mediation to explore hosting their contact 

visits on a Saturday and any joint work that we could do. 

 

Future 

A discussion and vote was held about the way forward for Allan Park South. 

The minister agreed to invite a representative from the Strategy Committee to talk 

to the Session at the next session meeting on the 30th May. 

 

AOB 

It was agreed that Sally Forshaw and Susan McCreadie would plan a prayer event.  

Ed Morton updated the Session on the 150 years celebration plans. 

Proposals: 

To write a book about the history of the Church. 

To produce a Church calendar. 

Develop the grounds 
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Create a video about the Church. 

Social Events: 

Ten Pin Bowling 

Quiz night 

Photo Gallery 

Ceilidh 

These would be funded by a series of coffee mornings over the summer.  It was 

acknowledged that this would be a lot of work and the committee were asked to 

ensure there were enough people willing to cover all the weeks. 

It was suggested that we invite the Moderator of the General Assembly to 

participate in the Celebratory service.  A vote took place which resulted in this being 

agreed by a majority.  The Minister agreed to write to invite him or her.  

 

The next meeting will take place on Monday 30th May at 7pm. 

 

 

 

 

MODERATOR       CLERK 

 


