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Allan Park South Church of Scotland, Stirling 
Registered Charity No. SC001414 

Minute of a meeting of Allan Park South Church Session 
Held in the Church Office on Wednesday 18th October 2017 at 7pm 

 

 

Constitute 

The meeting was constituted by a reading from Ephesians Chapter 4 followed by a prayer by 
the Rev. Alistair Cowper. 

Sederunt 

The Rev. Alistair Cowper and a number of Trustees as recorded in attendance book.  Apologies 
for absence were received.   

Minutes 

The minutes of meetings of the Kirk Session held on Wednesday 6th September 2017 were 
approved. 
 
Matters Arising 

The minister advised that Laura St John has been appointed as the new Bairns’ Rock craft 
worker.  We are still looking for more help on a Tuesday. 
Johnny Humphrey did not preach at APS due to a change in personal circumstances. 
CARTA have advised that we do have permission to remove a further three pews. 
We have six people who have come forward to do communion so we require another two 
people so that the commitment would be kept to once a year. 
  
Project Manager’s Report 

Due to time constraints there was no report. 

Finance 
 
The treasurer Edward Morton advised that the current bank account balance as at 18th 
October 2017 is £59,616.39. 
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Income Comparison  

Date Range 19th October 2016– 18th October 2017 

 

INCOME TYPE 2015/2016 2016/2017 VALUE +/-      % +/- 

Gift Aid £30,183.00 £28,994.10     -£1,188.90    -3.94% 

Freewill Offerings £1,757.60      £,2084.30       £326.70   18.59% 

Open Plate £4,361.36   £4,139.22      -£222.14      -5.09% 

Mission and Renewal £0.00          £0.00       £0.00 0.00% 

Hire of Premises £11,767.00   £11,295.00     -£472.00    -4.01% 

Sundry Income £2,345.84      £2,411.19       £65.35    2.79% 

TOTALS £50,414.80 £48,923.81    -£1,490.99     -2.96% 

 

Administration 

Ed Morton advised that all the arrangements for the 150th celebrations are in place.  Tom 
Harold will play the organ, Amy Leitch will accompany the Choir singing.  
Unfortunately, the Rev Morris Coull is unable to attend but Jean Porter from St Marks has 
kindly accepted our invitation to step in at short notice. 
Karen and her group are covering tea and coffee duties and Ed will take any uneaten 

sandwiches down to the Salvation Army. 

Mary Boyd has agreed to do the flowers. 

The Moderator will be presented with a glass bowl by Jim Irvine who is the longest standing 

elder. 

  

Safeguarding  

Lorna Shaw advised that Ian Jones, and David Smith have been processed through the PVG 

scheme. 

 

Presbytery 

Due to time constraints there was no presbytery report. 

 

Roll Keeper 

 

 

Due to time constraints there was no roll keeper’s report. 
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/report 

 

Future’s Group 

 

David Boyd circulated an updated pamphlet.   

Jim Steel has circulated an updated document. 

 

Due to time constraints there was no time to discuss the updated documents. 

 

Minister’s Report 

 

The minister advised that he has conducted two funeral’s in Bannockburn since the last 

meeting and has now officially been relieved of his duties as interim moderator there. 

He has conducted one wedding – Denise Welsh and Ian McLaren. 

Mid-week time of worship started this week on a Wednesday at 1pm. 

We have six or seven people interested in Alpha which will begin on Sunday 29th October 

On Saturday 9th September Jane Harris, Alistair Cowper, Joyce Badenoch and Jim Steel 

attended the presbytery meeting to discuss the way forward as a Presbytery due to the 

decline in Ministers and other challenges.  It was a positive meeting. 

The Kirk’s together learn event on mission was held at Allan Park South Church on Saturday 

16th September 10-12.30 looking at the Sharing Jesus material.  Very poor attendance. 

 

Proposals 

 

Proposal for pro-active mission 

 

Alistair put forward a proposal to invite the other city centre Churches to come together in a 

similar way as the presbytery meeting to discuss possible ways forward.  A possible hub like 

proposal might be considered.  This proposal was agreed. 

 

Proposal to honour our commitment to Go for It match funding 

 

It was agreed that we must honour the commitment that we have already agreed to and a 

sub group of Jane Steel, Jane Harris, Edward Morton, Alistair Cowper, Jim Steel and myself 

will meet to determine the way forward. 

 

Proposal to increase the Go for It salaries 

 

The proposal is to review salaries in line with the Church of Scotland Go for It salary scales to 

reflect the roles and responsibilities of staff. 

Sally Forshaw left the room as an interested party. 
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/party 

 

After a lengthy discussion it was agreed that Ian McCallum, Jane Steel, Jane Harris and Bill 

Jamieson would meet to discuss and agree a way forward. 

 

Proposal for the Administration worker to be based at the Church and that the Church 

accounts should be based at the Church to be accessible to the assistant treasures and 

others 

 

The minister advised that due to the increased activities in the Church, we need someone to 

be around the Church more to do administration duties.  As a community Church we are 

changing and this demands a presence within the Church office. 

Ed responded to the proposal that he was not prepared to move the accounts to the office 

and that he saw no reason for his hours to be based in the Church.   A lengthy discussion 

followed but due to time restraints and a request for more information, this motion was 

carried forward to the next meeting. 

It was agreed that we would reduce the publication of the newsletter to three times a year 

and that the Church Administrator is assisted in its production. 

 

A O B 

 

Sally Forshaw advised that the outside light was needing replaced.  Ed advised that he had 

changed it that morning. 

 

The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 28th November at 7pm. 

 

 

 

 

  

MODERATOR       CLERK 

 


