http://online.fliphtml5.com/jspe/...

ALLAN PARK SOUTH CHURCH
»v‘ December 2015—January 2016 ’v“

NEWSLETTER

¥

to the newborn

<«

4%

The Minister and Kirk Session take this opportunity
to wish all our members and friends a Merry
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JFROM THE MINISTER

“And while they were there, the time came to pass for her baby to be bom.
She gave birth to her first child, a son. She wrapped him snuggly in strips of
cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no lodging available for
them.” (Luke 2: 6-7).

There is no doubt that the birth of Jesus went largely un-noticed. For most, he
was just another baby bom into the world, like all the other babies born that
day. Of course we know with hindsight, that there were several other things
which marked out this birth as being unusual. This birth was spoken of by the
prophets. It was announced by angels and welcomed by simple shepherds and
magnificent magi.

Brennan Manning said of the birth that it was “the decisive breakthrough of

the passionate love of God in Jesus” which is now at work in the lives of
those who choose to believe this.
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Such a decisive breakthrough of Divine Love means that things would never
be the same again. This love’s power is now reconfiguring human nature to
the way human nature was intended to be. Jesus was bom as the first true
human and brought truth to humanity.

To quote Brennan Manning again, “God comes as a new-bom baby, giving
us a chance to love him. making us feel that we have something to give
him.”

Each of us was made to exist in relationship with God’s love and we do have
something to give him. and to give each other. and that is our consent. We
must choose to receive the birth of Christ’s love in us and choose to extend
this love to others. That’s what makes us truly human and that’s who we
truly are.

May God’s love in Christ be born anew in you this Christmas and may his
love birth a new season of freedom. joy and peace for all of us as we begin
2016.

In love,

Candlelight Christingle
Cervice
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Christ-mas

is coming
An opportunity to explore the
message of Christmas through
craft, food and song

Sunday 6 December
3-5pm

No charge. Everyone welcome.

Stirling: Allan Park South Church

JUST A THOUGHT....

According to the Alaska Department of fish and game, while both male and
female reindeer grow antlers in the summer each year, male reindeer drop
their antlers at the beginning of winter, usually late November to mid
December. Female reindeer. however. retain their antlers until after they give
birth in the Spring. Therefore, according to every historical rendition depicting
Santa’s reindeer, every single one of them. from Rudolph to Blitzen.....had to
be female. We should have known this .... Only women would be able to to
drag a large man in a red velvet suit all around the world in one night without
getting lost!

A very Merry Christmas to you all!
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CWe.ght\Matchers

Because it works

AT .

New Simple Start
Oniy at Weight Watchers

Your local mestings

Allan Park South Church

Dumbarton Road,
Stirling
Tuesday 6.30 and Wednesday 10 am

Allison looks forward to helping
you in your weight loss journey

FOR ALL YOUR LOCAL M

welghtwatcherslocal

J. & 1. BRODIE

Joiners, Plumbers and Building Contractors

Our highly skilled workforce undertake all aspects of joinery, plumbing
and general building work, internally and externally - in your home, of-
fice or business. With generations of experience in running projects of all
sizes, whatever the job, we pride ourselves in working closely with our
custorners to ensure a personal and professional service.

TFamily owned and run since 1937

Tel/Fax - 01786 475047
e-mail - jandibrodie@hotmail.com

Meadow Place, Riverside, STIRLING, FK8 1LT
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NOTES FROM THE KIRK SESSION

Bairns Rock continues to be well supported with 31 children recorded at one
recent session.

The Minister reported that three prayer walks had been held in the parish. It
was hoped to continue these next year during the lighter evenings.

The Baker Street nursery would be holding their Christmas carol service in the
Church on Wednesday 11th December.

Members and friends of the Congregation are invited to participate in carol
singing on Sunday 20th December from 3-5pm outside the Thistle Centre at
the foot of King Street.

The Session agreed that the shrubs and trees outside the large hall were
becoming overgrown to the point at which the footpath was being blocked.
Our Church gardener, Don Pollock would be asked to reduce these to a more
manageable size. At the time of writing, this task has been completed.

Bannockburn Roofing would shortly be carrying out their annual roof and
drainage inspection.

Arthur McDonald reported that the Presbytery office would be moving from
Bridge of Allan to St Columba’s Church. Stirling.

Sally Forshaw had applied for a grant on behalf of the Church for redecoration
of the Pillar hall prior to the launch of the lunch club at the start of the New
Year.

The Alpha course had just begun and was being attended by six people.

The recent Harvest collection on behalf of WaterAid had amounted to £194.
Some of this total was gift-aided so the charity would benefit further.

Following a systems crash. the Church website was temporarily offline. The
Session was pleased to note that normal service had resumed.

The next meeting of the Kirk Session will be at 7 pm on Tuesday 12th January
in the Church office. All members of the Congregation are welcome to attend.
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Macfarlane Gray
— ﬁ‘ench(vluin(';m;

Are delighted to act for Allan Park South Church

We assist businesses of all sizes and at all
stages of their development

We achieve this by promoting growth through
quality

Our clients do not outgrow us
And
We do not outgrow our clients

CONTACT US
Castlecraig Business Park
Springbank Road
Stirling
FK7 7WT
01786 451745

www.frenchduncan.co.uk
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THE GOD QUESTION

On Wednesday 18™ of November. Allm Park South was delighted to host a
‘pop-up’ event, organised by Stirling Presbytery. and entitled ‘The God
Question’ The series is an initiative of Search for Truth Charitable Trust. set
up in 2008 and based in Scotland, UK. Since 2015, in some territories, the

& EARCH for TRUTH

ENTERPRISES LTD
EXPLORING

The God Question

Science, God and the Search for Truth

series has the title Science vs God?

In an mcnensuIOIy secular world where Christianity is being marginalised
and the views of other groups are gaining prominence. the core question put
by the two speakers, Professor John Spence and Ian Morris, was ‘Are we
the products of chance or intention?’ Even some prominent atheists describe
it as "the biggest question of all!" The greatest challenge to belief is often
thought to come from science! This TV series investigates whether 21st
century science supports the case for a creator or, instead. removes it! On
the street there's a mixture of confusion and assumption. Out there, it is
mostly assumed that with every scientific breakthrough, God is more and
more redundant. Yet instinctively, the vast majority of people in the world
feel "there must be something". Well, is there? What's the evidence? That's
the territory of The God Question series and is explained in the first section
entitled ‘The Cosmos.’

The series examines two further key areas:

Life and Evolution
Mind and Consciousness
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Life and Evolution:

For centuries there had seemed no way of understanding how life had
emerged and developed on earth other than it being God's handiwork. BUT
with Charles Darwin and his theory of evolution there was a seismic shift —
one that, ever since. seems to have diminished God. Examining this
proposition is at the heart of Life. Evolution and The God Question.

Mind and Consciousness:

The brain is not only the personal HQ of every individual, it is also the source
of a deep mystery. How does it link to our sense of being conscious human
beings with a sense of the past, the present. the future and of each other?
Science is unable to explain why consciousness exists or what it is.

Science, God and the Sear

Around 36 hardy souls came out on a very wet Wednesday evening to
participate and the various questions which followed gave testament to the
interesting subject matter. As with all ‘pop-up’ events. the evening closed at
9pm although many stayed on to discuss the matter further.

The Church has decided to purchase the DVD boxed set. study guide and
leaders manual and will perhaps look to offer a course of discussion in the
future. For those with an internet connection, further information can be found
at: rw.thegodquestion.tv/explore

Edward Morton
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CHURCH PARKING ﬁ‘

Members of the Church who make use of parking facilities in the grounds are
reminded that their permits fall due for renewal before the end of December.
The suggested donation is £70 per car per year but this can be varied
dependinz on individual circumstances. The money raised by this cause,
(£1040 in 2014) forms an important part of the Church income. particularly
for Gift Aid subscribers since we can reclaim an additional 25% of tax paid.

If you would like further information, or wish to renew your permit, please let

me know.
Edward Morton

WELLBEING CHOIR

Interviews for the position of choir leader will take place on Thursday 3rd
December, a position made possible by the grant we received from ‘Go For It
to fund this pilot project.

Singing together is a great way to lift your spirit and reduce your stress levels.
There can be a sense of community in a choir: like a hive of bees buzzing
together in harmony! There is evidence that suggests that participants in
music making can experience beneficial effects relating to health issues in a
range of specific arecas: memory. some breathing related conditions,
depression. anxiety, confidence, energy. self esteem, general wellbeing and
happiness. The idea is to combine music and some movement It is open to
anyone, but will in particular try to attract people who have experienced
health and/or social problems.

The choir leader will have the support of a small advisory

group from APS Church. Up to 10 different songs will be

taught, most with some harmony and movement. The

songs will be a mixture of Christian. Scottish and

& contemporary. If you would like to participate or to find

0}9/ out more, please speak to Alistair whose contact details
may be found on the outside back cover of this newsletter.

N\~~~

Edward Morton
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A STRANGER IN OUR MIDST

How do I welcome people into the Church? That was the question that I
asked myself after my brother Tom and I returned to Stirling. We had lived
and worshipped within a small rural Parish. just over the border in Berwick
upon Tweed. On returning to Stirling we decided that the only way for us to
make a reasoned, prayerful judgement about where we should w orslup was to
visit a variety of churches within the Stirling area. When you visit a Church
that is new to you. you approach it with a fresh pair of eyes. And sometimes
it is surprising what you see.

Most of the Churches were welcoming. but in some cases no-one talked to us
and we walked out the same way as we had entered. We had no idea what
was going on in their Church because no-one had taken the time to tell us.
Then there were the suspicious looks. when it was obvious that we were
strangers in these here parts. including the odd nudge and nod towards these
questionable new faces. One lady even clasped her handbag to her, and
glared at me in case I had any thoughts of purloining her collection. And yes,
sad to say. someone did indeed ask us to move as that was ‘her pew.” despite
there being an empty one in front.

How difficult would it have been if these experiences had happened to
someone who had plucked up the courage to come into the Church for the
first time? Would we have seen their heels for dust? It made me very aware
of how important it is to welcome visitors to our Church, to greet them and
smile because it may be the only opportunity that we get. As Hebrews 13:1
states ‘Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers for by doing that some
have entertained angels without knowing it.” Whether in jeans or suit. old or
young, rich or poor, we all have the right to share in God’s fellowship and
love.

Tom and Julie Christie

I WAS A
STRANGER
AND - YOU - -

WELCOMED ME
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GIFT AID

Dear Gift Aid Donor,

HMRC has recently updated their guid: on Gift Aid d 1 so I would
be very grateful if you would take a minute to read this letter. For 99% of all
donors, the contents of this advice will make no difference whatsoever and
you may have no need to worry.

Full details are available on the HMRC website https://www.gov.uk/topic
running-charity/mone latest and I would encourage you to explore
this further if you have any concerns.

The most important criteria for any ‘Gift Aider’ is that you MUST have paid
in tax at least the amount the C! hanty is reclaiming. For most people this will
be Income Tax but Capital Gains tax is also allowed.

An example might be as follows: If the sum you give is (say) £100, the
charity grosses this up to £125 by reference to the 20% basic rate and reclaims
the tax of £25 from HMRC. And that’s not all. If you pay income tax at 40%
or 45%, you can reclaim the difference between the basic rate and your
marginal rate through PAYE or self-assessment. Thus a 40% taxpayer giving
£100 net can claim higher rate tax relief of £25 (that’s 20% of £125), while a
45% taxpayer donating the same sum can claim additional rate tax relief of
£31.25 (25% of £125). From 6 April 2016 onwards, rates of relief for Scottish
taxpayers will be derived from the Scottish rate of income tax.

So in the first example given above where a donor gives £100 to the Church,
he or she MUST ensure that they have paid AT LEAST £25 tax in that year. If
they have paid a lesser amount in tax. the Revenue is entitled to reclaim the
difference from the donor!

And it doesn’t stop there! Have you for example ever visited a National Trust
site and been invited to ‘Gift Aid’ your entrance fee, or even donated clothes
via polythene bags delivered through your letterbox and been invited to ‘Gift
Aid’ it? Most of us would believe that we are doing ‘our bit’ to help the
Charity but the same rules still apply!

All Charitable organisations must include the donor’s Name, House number
(or name) and their Postcode to make a successful claim for Gift Aid. HMRC
records all these details and if the value of your Gift Aided donations exceed
the amount you have paid in tax, YOU. not the Charity. are liable for the
difference!
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This letter of guidance is given for advice only and certainly should not be
seen as scaremongering! Allan Park South Church could not survive without
the generosity of our Gift Aid Donors and I take this opportunity of thanking
each and every one of you on behalf of the Kirk Session for your continued
support. No responsibility whatsoever is taken for the guidance given above.
If you are in any doubt as to whether it affects you, advice should be sought
from a financial advisor. or directly from HMRC

HMRC has recently updated their Declaration form so included with your
copy of this newsletter is a new one to complete. I would ask that existing Gift
Aid donors return this to me as soon as possible. If you are not using this type
of giving, I ask that you give it your prayerful consideration. If you would like
to find out more, please do not hesitate to let me know.

Please remember that a very convenient method of giving is by using a bank
standing order. This means that if you are on holiday. the Church does not
lose out. From the Church’s point of view. it makes financial planning much
casier since we know when to expect your offering.

Edward Morton

NEW BIBLE STUDY HOUSE GROUP

A new group has started, meeting on the first and third Wednesdays of the
month from 7 - 8.30pm. Everyone is welcome. The group is being led by the
Rev Don Cameron at the moment, and is looking at the book of Acts. The
venue is the Manse at 22 Laurelhill Place unless stated otherwise in the
weekly notices.

TRAIDCRAFT
Future Traideraft dates are as follows: Py
20th December f
17th January
21st February
20th March

Your support is very much appreciated.
Hugh Buchanan
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BANNOCKBURN

A Roomve Conpany Lo,

Est 1967
Slating . Roof Tlng . Flat Roofing . Gutters & Dorwnpipes . Lead Work
Insurance & Grant Work

All Work Carried Out By Qualfied Tradesmen
Contact Detally r
‘TEL: 01786480956 . FAX 01786-816151 \)

EMAIL: [MARSHALLT@AOL.COM
woww banmockburnroofing co.uk
Company Premises:
Plean Industrial Estte, Siring Road, Plean, FK7 8]

tiorkine

Y V4
SCETHEAT
AL 2000
OIL & GAS HEATING ENGINEERS

01259 210444
WE SOLVE HEATING PROBLEMS
GAS & OIL ENGINEERS
RADIANT HEATING
WARM AIR UNITS

INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL DOMESTIC
BOILER REPLACEMENTS & REPAIRS

. VAILLANT APPROVED INSTALLERS
. GAS SAFE AND OFTEC REGISTERED

‘Www.scotheat2000.co.uk , email jane@scotheat2000.co.uk
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PRAYER MEETINGS

On a Thursday from 9.10—10.10am we have a small gathering to pray for
the church and community. This takes place in the prayer room beneath the
stage in the large hall Please come along if you can or join us by praying at
home at that time.

SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE
Every Sunday at 6.30pm — an open and participatory Spirit led gathering for
prayer and praise held in the sanctuary.
OIKOS CAFE & JOB CLUB

The Oikos café is open every Thursday morning from 10.30- Noon and all
are welcome. The job club also runs at this time

NEWSLETTER

If you no longer wish to receive a newsletter. or if you'd prefer to receive it
by email, then please contact Ed Morton, edmort@aol.com or 01259 760861.

ALLAN PARK HOUSE

Services are held on the third Wednesday of each month except January.

THE BOYS’S BRIGADE

The Boys’ Brigade is urgently secking a leader for the new Company
Section. If this is something you could do. please contact Tan McCallum
whose details are on the back cover of this newsletter.
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Somers « Currid

Independent Funeral Directors

George Currid cer. 72, F170c

24 Hour Personal Service

4 Baker Street, Stirling
Tel: 01786 473348
E 111/0@»01110rsand{u rrid.co. u&( solden ( hmer

www.somersandcurrid.co.uk e

PASTORAL REPORT
BY DEATH

Mrs Netta Cunningham from Stirling.
Mrs Debbie Hogg from Stirling.

HOW SILENTLY....

How silently they tumble down

And come to rest upon the ground
To lay a carpet, rich and rare,
Beneath the trees without a care,
Content to sleep, their work well done.
Colours gleaming in the sun.

At other times, they wildly fly

Until they nearly reach the sky.
Twisting, turning through the air
Till all the trees stand stark and bare.
Exhausted, drop to earth below

To wait, like children, for the snow
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fasi Communications

08448 465 330)

Did you Know....

Our Extensive Product Range means
we offer a truly unified portfolio of
Communications services. This pro-
vides you with end to end solutions
for all your Business and Personal
communications needs

Call us,
Special Rates for Church and Sen-
ior Citizens

Just ion Church !
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Fresh ideas from

Do you have a computer and are
unsure what it can do, how much
fun it can be to talk to all those
relatives all around the world for
no cost.

As part of our commitment to our
Neighbours and Friends in our
Stirling community we will be
holding seminars throughout the
year to show and advise on the
best practice for you using your

Did you know BT will charge up to
£220 to check or Install a new tel-
ephone extension, our Price £75
IncVat.

Problems with Broadband, your
provider says its not them its your
Equipment, We can test and pro-
vide a report for you for £55 Inc
Vat

C s and its FREE.

Telephones are not the only way
to communicate in this day and
age , Its our Job to make it simple,
Fun and above all affordable, if
not FREE

So give us a call on the number
below and ask for Carl,

It cost nothing to ask

@ 01786 815217

201786 810559

-mail: info@easicomms.co.uk
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DATE READINGS DATE READINGS
Sunday Malachi 3: 1-4 Sunday Exodus 34: 29-35
6th December St Matthew 3: 1-12 7th February St Luke 9: 28-36
Sunday Isaiah 12: 2-6 Sunday Deuteronomy 26: 1-11
13th December | StMatthew 11:2-11 | 14th February St Luke 4: 1-13
5 12 3
Sunday Psalm 80: 1-7 Sunday Geacsis 151'81 12817
20th December | StJohn 5:24-37a 21st February St Luke 13: 31-35
Sunday Psalm 148 Sunday Tsaiah 55: 1-9

27th December

St Luke 2: 22-41

28th February

St Luke 13: 1-9

Sunday Jeremiah 31: 7-14 Sunday Joshua 5: 9-12
3rd January St John 1: 1-9 6th March St Luke 15:1-3
Sunday Liaah 4517 Sunday Isaiah 43: 16-21

10th January

13th March

St John 12: 1-8

Sunday
17th January

Isaiah 62: 1-5
St John 2: 1-11

Sunday
20th March

Psalm 118: 1-2 & 19-29
St Luke 19: 28-40

Sunday
24th January

Nehemiah 8: 1-3 & 5
-6 & 8-10

St Luke 4: 14-21

Sunday
27th March

Isaiah 65: 17-25
St John 20: 1-18

Sunday
31st January

Jeremuah 1: 4-10
St Luke 4: 21-30

Sunday
3rd April

Acts 5:27-32
St John 20: 19-31
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NEWSLETTER ARTICLES

‘We very much appreciate contributions to this newsletter and are extremely
grateful for any received but are always looking for new insights. If you feel
up to writing a piece then please get in contact with me. Supporting
photographs are especially welcomed!

Edward Morton

TO BE SURE AND STEDFAST OR TO SEEK. SERVE AND
FOLLO

IConsider this question. In our life and
hristian witness, are we called to be, like
he lighthouse, firmly fastened to the rock
elow and showing others where it is? Or
re we to be more like the tug boat, fast,
owerful and manceuvrable: ready to guide.
help and steer others in the right direction?

r to put it another way. should we be sure
nd stedfast; or should we seek, serve and
Sollow?

We are all familiar with the words in the title; but over the years (and no
doubt many sermons, talks and devotions): we may have become numb to
our mottoes and the various “catchy gimmicks™ that are used to work them
into a talk. How often do we think about the meaning? Are they still
relevant, or a relic of a bygone era? We have catchy new straplines - “the
adventure begins here” and “be part of something big”; so why do we need
mottoes? And are they still the right mottoes for us?

“Surely our mottoes represent good values?”, you
say. “'Sure and stedfast’ is in the bible!” Maybe.
“Stedfast” is an old-fashioned word. It was old-
fashioned when it was chosen. and even with a
controversial spelling change a few years back, is
still not a common word. It means un-moving,
anchored. fastened. Adding “sure” just confirms a
firm un-changing shackle. Does that mean we're
firmly stuck in the past — never to change?

It needn't be like that. We could “seek” new methods, different activities,
uniforms, badges. names. We could “serve” the latest whims of our
members, their parents, or demands of society in general. Or we could
“follow” the trends. — What are young people “in to” these days? What's
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“cool”? What are others doing? How could we mimic that to grow bigger and
better?

And there are many who would agree with both these assessments of our

mottoes. Maybe we are stuck in the past — maybe we should be chasing the

latest trend. But there was one word missing from the Girls' Brigade's motto.
hrist.

Jesus is the one who connects our movements. We do not just
“Seek, Serve and Follow” - we seek, serve and follow Christ.
He is our firm foundation. It is in Him that our hope is sure
and stedfast. That may be an old fashioned idea — but so it

(3 ‘ should be! Jesus died 2,000 years ago: so the Good News is
actually quite old news — and He's been around since the
beginning of time as the Word of God; the creator of heaven
and earth - but God's word is still fresh and relevant, as the
prologue to John's Gospel tell us ...

14t the first o, aa things was the Word, an the Word was
God his sel. *The vera same was at the, first wi God. Aa
things war o his makin; an but for him was nae thing
made that was made. “Life was in him; and the life was
man's licht. °An the licht glintit throu the mirk, but the
mirk fail't tae tak haud o it.

We should each seek, serve and follow Christ in all that we do — and at the
same time, remain sure and stedfast in our faith and hope in Christ — because
that is where our strength lies. We may have different mottoes and objects,
different histories, methods and target audience: but our ultimate aim is the
same; and our help comes from the Lord that made heaven and carth.

A few years ago, I was beginning to doubt the value of what I was doing. I
was Captain of a small Company; we try to do a lot for the Boys (some things,
quite innovative); we've added activities to the programme that the Boys asked
for — but the numbers (particularly in Company Section) were stubbornly low,
and I had a small and dwindling staff.

So I prayed for a sign. Psalm 127:1 says “Unless the Lord builds the house,
the builders labour in vain”. 1 asked God to show me if I was “labouring in
vain”, and expected an answer.

Instead of reading the bible, I'd got into the habit of listening to it. Some years
previously, I'd realised I didn't have time during the day to read, but at the time
spent a lot of time travelling for work — so I thought there must be some sort
of audio bible I could have on my phone, and listen to on planes, while
walking, or in the subway. I found the Daily Audio Bible - an online
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community where one man reads every day: reading through the whole bible
in a year: using a different version each week.

So, a few days after praying about whether to stick with the Company or give
it up, I was listening to the Daily Audio Bible. when I heard 1Corinthians
15:58:

STherefore, my dear brothers, be stedfast, immovable, always excelling in the
Lord's work, knowing that your labour in the Lord is not in vain.

Wow! Not only had God heard my prayer. and provided an answer using the
same words as I'd used in the question, so I would recognise it — but he'd also
thrown in “stedfast” to attract my attention. and make sure I was in no doubt.
We're still not a big Company: but shortly after this confirmation. new people
volunteered, staff that had moved away came back. and numbers started to
grow. We're still trying new things (the Boy in the photo is one of our Seniors,
taking part in an FDF competition in Copenhagen: we were the first foreign
participants in this event) — but we're not just trying things in the sense of
trying to find the “magic” solution that will make us big and “successful” -
we're doing new things to make the experience better for the Boys we have, in
the assurance that we're not doing so in vain, and God wants us to stick with
it!

But what about those trendy strap-lines? “The adventure begins here”. and
“Be part of something big”. When you think about it: they actually fit
perfectly with the mottoes.

If we carnestly seek, serve and follow Christ; we're off on a fantastic
adventure — and where better to begin that adventure than in the Girls'
Brigade?

Likewise in the Boys'

] Brigade, we are firmly
M= anchored. both sure and

stedfast by our hope in
God: and as such are part
>the adventure hegins here of something really big!

So, let us, as we go back to our Companies, remain sure of our purpose and
calling, and sredfasr in our commitment to that: knowing that we're not
labounng in vam when we're working to advance the Kingdom: and
remembermz that Jesus is the builder — we're only the labourers. Therefore,
let us eamestly seek Jesus in our planning: serve Him by our labours in our
respective organisations: and follow His example in all that we aim to do in
His name at a local, national, or UK & Eire level.

Lindsay Stein (Captain of the 1st Kirkliston Boys' Brigade
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WELCOME MINISTRY

Sunday Mr N Malcolm
6th December Mrs K Johnston
Sunday Mr P Harris
13th December Mrs J Harris
Sunday Mrs W Watters
20th December Mrs S Forshaw
) Mr A McDonald
Sunday
27th December Mrs A McDonald
Sunday Mirs C Purser

3rd January Mr W Jamieson

Sunday Mrs A Mitchell
10th J: nm;nry Mr H Buchanan
Sunday Mr I Irvine

17th J: anliary Mrs E Irvine
Sunday Mrs B Morton
24th January Mrs J Badenoch
Sunday Mr D Boyd
31st January Mrs M Boyd
Sunday Mr N Malcolm
7th February Mrs K Johnston
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WELCOME MINISTRY
Sunday Mr P Harris
14th February Mrs J Harris
Sunday Mrs W Watters
21st February Mrs S Forshaw
Sunday Mr A McDonald
28th February Mrs A McDonald

Mrs C Purser

Sunday N
Mr W Jamieson

6th March

Mrs A Mitchell

Sunday
. Mr H Buchanan

13th March

Mr J Irvine

Sunday 2
20th March Mrs E Irvine
Sunday Mrs B Morton
27th March Mrs J Badenoch
Sunday Mr D Boyd
3rd April Mrs M Boyd
Sunday Mr N Malcolm
10th April Mrs K Johnston
Sunday Mr P Harris
17th April Mrs J Harris
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List of Office Bearers

Allan Park South Church
Dumbarton Road, Stirling. FK8 2QJ .
Tel. & Fax. 471998
e-mail: info@apschurch.com
Minister
Minister. Rev Alistair Cowper

minister@apschurch.com
Tel: 01786 471998 (answerphone) Mobile: 07791 524504

Session Clerk
Mrs Sally Forshaw
12 Mowbrey Court, Broomridge, Stirling. FK7 7UX
sally.forshaw@sky.com
Treasurer
Mr Edward Morton
22 Torry Drive, Alva, Clackmannanshire. FK12 5NQ

edmort@aol.com
Tel: 01259 760861 Mobile: 07525 005028

Rollkeeper
Mr Hugh Buchanan
47 Wordie Road, Stirling. FK7 9BA
Tel: 01786 473776
hugh buchanan@btinternet.com

USEFUL CONTACTS
Boys Brigade: Contact lan McCallum jan.mccallum@boys-brigade.org.uk
Facebook : facebook.com/allanparksouth
Twitter : @apschurch

allanparksouth.church G
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ALLAN PARK SOUTH CHURCH
NEWSLETTER EXTRA

December 2015—January 2016

JUBILEE LUNCH CLUB
For older people and families dealing
with Dementia
Every Thursday 12 noon - 2 pm
Allan Park South Church

Dumbarton Road, Stirling

Friendship

Soup

/ Tea & Cake

Listening and Prayer

Tel: 01786 471998
>
Mobile: 07791 524504 Iy
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JUBILEE LUNCH CLUB

Many thanks for all those who supported and helped out at the
coffee morning to raise funds for the new lunch club. | also thank
everyone for all the home baking received which made the morn-
ing a success. A special thanks to Kristen for all the work she put
in to put together the old photos and memories.

The café is in response to the great need of the elderly within our
Community who experience isolation and the growing number of
cases of people experiencing dementia and their carers,

We are launching our new lunch club on 14th January 2016. This
will initially run weekly on a Thursday from 12-2. Our aim would
be to encourage elderly people to drop in to enjoy lunch and meet
other people with their carers and enjoy some support. We have
a high proportion of elderly in our Parish so we want to reach out
to our most isolated elderly people. We will offer a nutritious
meal of home made soup and sandwiches.

We are setting up a lunch club which will have an area set aside as
a memories room. We hope to involve the Church Community
and the local Community in collecting memorabilia to use in the
project. There are many things that would be of interest to peo-
ple. Old photos, clothes, toys, books, comics, records, medals, old
stamps etc. Anything that might be of interest to chat about.

Part of the service is to offer a listening ear for all and spiritual

care for those who wish it. We also hope to offer special events of
craft, singing and other activities.

We have some interest in volunteering but can always accommo-
date more if anyone is interested in making soup or helping out
with the serving or just to offer a listening ear.
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Stirling Kirks Together Presents

Sunday 2¢™ January 2016
3.30pM — 6.00pM
Gt Columba’s Church Halls

Remember to bring an adult with you!

‘Programme:
3.30 - ¢.oopm: (Welcome
4.00 — 4.45pm: [Vessy Crafts/games
4.45—5.00pm: Celebration
5.00 — 6.00pm: Meal for everyone

Please hand in Competed registration forms if possible
by 170 Jan at St Columba’s Church office or The
McMichael Chapel, St Ninians Old Parish Church

Or Contact: [yndsay Boyack 01786-832497
lyndsay.boyaCk@outlook.com
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Curious about your family history?

Tried doing some research but got stuck?
Let Janealogy do the work for you

Bespoke Scottish family history research by a professional genealogist

Gift vouchers available — unusual Christmas presents

For full details and prices:
www.janealogy.co.uk
JANEALOGY

Jane Harris
E: enquiries@janealogy.co.uk
T: 07552 934554

JOHN 3:16
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that who-
ever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”

This is one of the best-known verses in the whole of the Bible, giving
us a marvellous summary of the Gospel.

We see that God's love is for “the world” - men & women who, left to
their own devices, ignore God and choose not to live by his standards.
God has shown the amazing extent of his love through the sacrifice of
his precious Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Through Christ's sacrifice,
we can have forgiveness if we believe in him.

To believe in Jesus means to completely trust in Him and to commit
our lives to him.  Without faith in Jesus, we would perish and have to
bear the punishment for our sins. But, for those who trust in Jesus,
the wonderful alternative is granted - eternal life. We can know God
and his love in this life and in eternity.

Through Christ, we see God's love shining like a light, giving us hope,
even in the darkest times.
Ken Laing
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