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Allan Park South Church of Scotland, Stirling 
Registered Charity No. SC001414 

Minute of a meeting of Allan Park South Church Session 
Held in the Church Office on Wednesday 24th February 2016 at 7pm 

Constitute 

The meeting was constituted with a reading from Luke Chapter 9, followed with a 
prayer by the Rev. Alistair Cowper. 

 Sederunt 

The Rev. Alistair Cowper and a number of Trustees as recorded in attendance book.  
Apologies for absence were received.   

Minutes 

The minutes of a meeting of the Kirk Session held on Tuesday 12th January were 
approved. 
 
Matters Arising 

Ed Morton advised that three notice boards have been erected in the hallway. 
He also advised that he had been in touch with a salvage company regarding the old 
pews.  They are only interested if we have the ends.  David Boyd advised that his 
friend may be interested in some of the wood.  Lorna Shaw said that her son Peter 
may come and have a look.  Sally advised that her friend may be interested in the old 
chairs. 
 
Finance 
The treasurer Edward Morton advised that the current bank account balance as at 
12th January 2016 is £78,011.24.    

 
Income Comparison  

Range 25th February – 24th February 2016 

 

INCOME TYPE 2014/2015 2015/2016 VALUE +/-      % +/- 

Gift Aid £26,118.70 £35,074.30     £8,955.60    34.29% 

Freewill Offerings £841.00      £940.00       £99.00   11.77% 

Open Plate £4,281.95   £3,915.74      -£366.21      -8.55% 

Mission and Renewal £0.00          £0.00       £0.00 0.00% 

Hire of Premises £10,261.00   £11,672.00     £1,411.00    13.75% 

Sundry Income £1,326.97      £1,838.09       £511.12    38.52% 

TOTALS £42,829.62 £53,440.013    £10,610.51     24.77% 
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Administration 

Edward Morton advised that the Data Protection letter has been agreed and is to be 
distributed with the April newsletters. 
There are still 22 outstanding gift aid forms to be submitted to Ed. 
 

Property 

David Boyd advised that the Manse inspection has been completed and is in good 

condition.  Church inspection has still to be completed.  There is some stonework 

needed and work done on down pipe and drains.   

Thanks to Graeme for his work on levelling his slabs. 
 

Safeguarding 

Lorna Shaw advised that she has been organising PVG forms for the new volunteers 

at the lunch club.  John McCallum’s PVG has been cleared for Boy’s Brigade. 

Annual Accounts 

Ed Morton presented the annual accounts to the Session. 

Sally Forshaw pointed out some of the highlights from last year.  Bairns’ Rock and 

the Boys Brigade continue to grow steadily. 

The Alpha Course was a great success and as a result we have had four baptisms and 

four new Church members.  

Bring and Share lunches continue to be well attended and popular and our links with 

the Chinese Community are becoming stronger. 

But for me the real success story has been the growing Church with a greater sense 

of Unity and Fellowship demonstrated in the coming together to re-decorate the 

Pilar Hall and the June away day. 

I look forward to the exciting new developments in 2016. 
 

Presbytery 

Arthur McDonald advised that Ministers and Elders are invited to offer their services 

to the Vacancy procedure as potential Interim Moderators to help ease the burden 

in respect of current and future vacancies. 

The world day of prayer is on Friday 4th March.  Events taking place in Logie Kirk 

10.30 am, Bannockburn Ladywell, Menstrie and Muchkart all at 7pm and St 

Margaret’s in the Raploch at 2pm. 

Attestation of Records will take place at the Allan Church in Bannockburn on the 15th 

March. 

A coffee morning in aid of Cornton Vale Family Centre will be held in Bridge of Allan 

Parish Church on 9th April 10- 12. 

Walk of Witness will be held on Good Friday leaving from Holy Trinity and ending up 

at the bottom of King Street. 
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/Street 

 

Mission Fair is to be held at St Marks on the 23rd April. 

Presbytery Office is now located at St Columbus.  Telephone number is 01786 

447575. 

There was a presentation by Ian McCallum and Callum Bruce on how the Boy’s 

Brigade companies can help development of the Church.  The largest Boy’s Brigade 

Company in Scotland is in St Blanes, Dunblane with 140 boys. 

The new minister of Bridge of Allan was welcomed. 

 

Roll Keeper 

 

The Roll Keeper’s report was read by the Minister in the absence of Huge Buchanan. 

He advised that there are 174 names on the roll, including 2 adherents. This reflects 

the following changes to the Congregational Roll since the last meeting on 12th 

January :  

 

2 additions by profession of faith: 

Claire Bordeaux, Braehead 

Denise Welsh, St Ninians. 

 

CYF Worker  

 

Sally Forshaw advised that the Lunch Club and the Choir have been launched in 

January and both are being well attended. 

We had our second film night in the Pilar Hall using the new TV and despite the snow 

we had about twenty in attendance.   

The Minister and I are meeting with Iona from the Destiny Church next week to 

discuss a joint Scripture Union group in the Allan’s Primary. 

 

Minister’s Report 

 

The Minister said that he feels that the Church is experiencing a sense of growth and 

encouraging signs of development.  The Presbytery plan is still for Allan Park South 

Church to join with St Columbus in two year but that he felt that we are very much in 

a period of development at Allan Park South. 

Some ideas which may be tried soon include: 

Positive Parenting  

Strengthening Marriage 

Supporting Families through Bereavement. 

Bible study will change to a Monday evening starting Monday 7th to encourage new 

people from the Alpha group to attend. 

A discussion was held about Stewardship and how we use our money. 
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/money 

 

Julie Christie 

 

Julie advised the Session of ideas regarding social events that could be run over the 

next year. 

Barbeque 

Gardening Project  

She asked if anyone would like to form a social committee to take things forward.  Ed 

Morton and Tom Christie agreed to join Julie and will report back to the Session. 

Edward Morton suggested a series of events to take place to celebrate our Jubilee 

year next year. 

Songs of Praise may be an idea. 

 

AOB 

 

The Minister made reference to the copies of the learning resources entitled 

Exploring Faith and How Will our Children Have Faith and asked if there was any 

feedback on them.  

It was agreed that Susan McCreadie would be the link for our World Mission 

Partners in Nepal (the Hafrensteins). 

The Minister has been selected to go to Jerusalem in May for six days and advised 

that Gordon Mathews has agreed to cover some holiday dates for him. 

Session was asked for permission for Jim Steel and Philip Laing to attend a Leading 

Worship four day course at a cost of £180 per person.  Session agreed to fund. 

Easter services will take place on 

Monday in St Ninians Old Parish, Tuesday in St Marks, Wednesday in Allan Park 

South, Thursday in Viewfield, Friday in St Columbus. 

Joint Easter Sunday service will take place at the Castle Esplanade at 8 am. 

Allan Park South are hosting a Contact the Elderly afternoon tea on Sunday 28th 

February. 

Lillie’s Christening will take place on Sunday 6th March with Communion taking place. 

Jennifer McMillan agreed to the Church contact for learning disabilites.   

Tom Christie advised that his friend is keen to donate Easter booklets similar to the 

Christmas story booklets that we handed out to the Bairns’ Rock families. 

Audrey Mitchell asked if elders should be informed of a death in their district and the 

Minister said that Elders should be advised and apologised for the oversight. 

It was agreed that Sally Forshaw should look into match funding for years two and 

three of the Go For It funding. 

 

MODERATOR       CLERK 
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