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Allan Park South Church of Scotland, Stirling 
Registered Charity No. SC001414 

Minute of a meeting of Allan Park South Church Session 
Held in the Church Office on Thursday 2nd March 2017 at 7pm 

 

Constitute 

The meeting was constituted by singing hymn no 771, a reading from 1st Peter 
followed by a prayer by the Rev. Alistair Cowper. 

 Sederunt 

The Rev. Alistair Cowper and a number of Trustees as recorded in attendance book.  
Apologies for absence were received.   

Minutes 

The minutes of meetings of the Kirk Session held on Wednesday 18th January 2017 
were approved. 
 
Matters Arising 

The railings have been repaired and covered by the insurance except for the £50 
excess. 
New boiler been fitted but is not working. 
Water seems to be lukewarm in the other gas boiler. 
Jane Steel has set up a start up collection during lent. 
Advance service agreed for tower clock. 
 
Sub Group 
 
Thanks to the sub group for compiling a response to the strategy group regarding the 
presbytery plan. 
Sally Forshaw will email Stuart Davidson to ask if we will receive a personal reply to 
our response. 
 
Stewardship 
 
The Minister talked a bit about stewardship and how we use our talents/gifts. 
It was suggested that this might be something covered in our Congregational Day.  If 
not then it would be good to identify our talents and think about how we are using 
them or not.  We have a wealth of gifts throughout the congregation.  Are we 
encouraging people enough?  We could put together an article for a future 
newsletter. 
 
Finance 
 
The treasurer Edward Morton advised that the current bank account balance as at 
2nd March 2017 is £75,766.46.    
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Income Comparison  

Date Range 3rd March 2016– 2nd March 2017 

 

INCOME TYPE 2015/2016 2016/2017 VALUE +/-      % +/- 

Gift Aid £37,329.30 £30,496.50     -£6,832.80    -18.30% 

Freewill Offerings £1,170.00      £2,190.40       £1,020.40   87.21% 

Open Plate £4,285.94   £4,486.76      £200.82      4.69% 

Mission and Renewal £0.00          £0.00       £0.00 0.00% 

Hire of Premises £12,102.00   £11,411.00     -£691.00    -5.71% 

Sundry Income £2,035.33      £1,628.09       -£407.24    -20.01% 

TOTALS £56,922.57 £50,212.75    -£6,709.82     -11.79% 

 

Administration 

The annual accounts have been completed and presented to the session for 
approval.   These were approved.   The session thanked Ed for all his hard work. 
 

Property 

David Boyd advised that the attestation of records will take place on 15th March.   

We have not spent much money on repairs this year. 

The roof is in fairly good condition – a small programme of repair is needed. 

David is looking into the possibility of the large hall being painted by a team from 

Community Service.  A bairns’ rock parent Christina has kindly offered their services. 

The area at the top of the stairs and into the back of the Sanctuary badly needs some 

attention and it was agreed that Ed, David and Sally would pull together a team to do 

that. 

The manse has been inspected and needs a new shower and a repair to damp at the 

top of the stairs.  

The Church quinquennial inspection has still not been done.   

 

Musical Events 

 

Jim Steel addressed the meeting to talk a bit about what has been evolving on the 

music front. 

He hopes to host some single events like the blues band concert and Yvonne and 

David Lyon & Gareth Davies-Jones coming soon. 
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/soon 

The session thanked Jim for all his hard work and agreed to support Jim with this. 

 

Safeguarding  

Lorna Shaw advised that the following people have been cleared through the 

safeguarding procedure 

Alex Clarkson 

Denise Welsh 

Kate McCann 

Agnes Hamilton 

 

Presbytery 

Arthur McDonald advised that the main points from the last meeting on Thursday 9th 

February are: 

A presentation was made by Albert Bogle, the Church’s first digital minister on how 

the Church needs to embrace modern technology to encourage engagement from 

those otherwise not willing to attend Church on a Sunday. 

There was a suggestion of creating a Christian Trail in Stirling Presbytery and more 

information will be available later. 

From a report of the Church in the Community there were various activities 

contained in the report but the one where there was a request to join a discussion 

group was “the Invisible Church” and if there is any interest in this please contact 

Alex MacPherson at Drymen Parish Church. 

Pastoral Care Conference is to be held in the Vine Centre Dunfermline on 24th June 

17.  More information to follow. 

It was requested that the 31st March 17 is the final date for the return of the Annual 

Accounts to the Stewardship Convenor and the Church of Scotland. 

As the number of Ministers in the Presbytery declines there was a request from the 

Rev Stuart Davidson for Elders to consider becoming involved in Interim Moderator 

Training.  More information from Alistair or Stuart Davidson. 

The treasures reported that the Presbytery is in good financial standing. 

 

Roll Keeper 

 

Hugh Buchanan submitted his report in his absence.  

There have been the following changes to the Communion Roll since the last report 
made at the meeting on 17 November 2016. 
 
Additions 
 
By resolution of the Kirk Session 
Mrs Nancy Turnbull, Stirling (agreed at the meeting of 18 January 2017) 
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/2017 
 
Laura St John, Stirling 
 
By Certificate of Transfer 
Catherine Morton, Bannockburn 
 
Removals 
 
By death 
Mr Alex Scott, Stirling. Died on 24 December 2016. 
Mr Kenneth Hodge, Braco. Died on 5 January 2017. 
 
After these changes, there are 166 names on the roll, including 2 adherents. 
 

 

 

Go for It Manager’s Report 

 

Sally Forshaw advised that Jane Harris and herself met with Kathy Whitaker to begin 
to explore ideas and themes for the congregational day.  Kathy will put together a 
draft agenda for approval.   
We have been successful in obtaining a grant of £3,000 for new tables and sofas to 
replace the old ones.  Thanks to Julie Christie. 
Sarah Cowper has stepped down from being Choir mummy.  Thanks to Sarah for 
getting us up and running and supporting us to where we are now.  We are nearly 
ready to perform at the concert.  Paula Freck has agreed to take over. 
All other services continue to flourish on a weekly basis. 
Julie Christie and sally forshaw will be looking at funding opportunities to continue 
the good work that is taking place.  We are able to apply for a continuation grant 
from go for it for an extension of two years.  The session agreed that we should 
apply for a continuation grant and that we should continue to pursue other forms of 
funding. 
  

Minister’s Report 

 

The Minister continues to do four parish visits per week. 

No funerals have been conducted at Allan Park South since the last meeting. 

The local Church review which the minister has been involved with has been 

completed. 

The new community bible experience has been launched which is an eight week 

bible course.  Four groups have been established with numbers ranging from five to 

eight in each.  These groups meet out with the Church buildings.  A special thanks to 

Don Cameron who has been leading the bible study until recently. 

Communion will take place on Sunday 5th March. 
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Alistair and Sally are taking part in the Easter Code with St Columba’s hosting the 

Allan’s Primary in the lead up to Easter.  

 

/Easter 

 

The minister asked if the elders could lead the service on Sunday 2nd April as he is 

preaching elsewhere. 

 

A O B 

The Annual Stated Meeting will take place on Sunday 19th March at 11.30 and a bring 

and share lunch will follow. 

The minister advised that we have no functioning answer machine in the Church.  It 

was agreed to set up the 1571 answer service or to purchase an answering machine. 

The minister advised that there will be the usual ecumenical Easter Service at the 

castle esplanade at 7.30 am. 

The walk of witness will take place on Good Friday at 11 am meeting at the Holy 

Trinity Church in Dumbarton Road.  Stewards, people to read and perform in a short 

play needed.   

 

Correspondence 

 

The minister asked if anyone would like to consider being our representative for 

Christian Aid. 

 

 

The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 19th April at 7pm. 

 

 

 

MODERATOR       CLERK 

 


